Dear Gary (ccPaul), 


2/11/70 


met 8th, with copies of one to Paul and Dswnay’s peice arrived 
today, ^hanks for i fc. I wish the bum would use some of his income to repay me for 
books he got in early 1967 and hss yet to pay for-several hundred of them, plus freih 
freight! 


Sper^ day in DC, getting an early start (good receiption at Conyer f s 
office but n.'°’ c k* n £ *lse I can now ssy about it, and got to xerox COU? ch 18 and anp- 
endix ’which sending to Paul ss soon as I collate) so I'll reply only in 

.responding to the rest later. 


I disagree with your sdvice that Paul write Jim, as x have written him. 

It can accomplish nothing and it can have undesireabia effects. From your own knowl- 
edge of the probably i lines , 1 would think you could anticipate this. There is only 
so much we can do, erd while when we have strong feelipgs, we sometimes indulge 
them, generally, is it not better to spend tne time on what can yield positive 
results? There is no indication they are doing or plan to do anything ib w. Every- 
thing is o poo site this 0 And if blame is to be placed, as you correctly da. Is t us not 
forget the fairly great sher9 of responsibility for the present that is *ince’s, 
and deeply as I feel what- he has done, 1 have not mentioned this to him. I tell you 
both, hod you be?n there, as I was, you’d not have believed what you would have seen 
and heard. AA e, today, i3 tne only exponent of that theory in touch with or in the 
confidence of Jim. Tragic it is, so why not drop it? Of course, felort has felt that 
way and may still be saying such taings, but it is Vince in whom J im has great 
confidence and whose judgement he trusts. 


I am in substantial agreement with your anpraisal of Boxley and am 
willing to believe pert of what he did was feedback. But ha did it, did not oppose . 
it, faked the "proofs", so it is kind enough to leave him alone as another sick one* 
As you know, I tried to get the resease withdrawn because of tne charge it made 
against him, of wnich there is no proof and 7 hich was contrary to my own belief. 


I have counselled Jerry to avoid 3 ny airing of tne film without an 
expert t a) interpret ana b) connter the kind of misinterpretation that was aired 
in LA. He agrees. 

I agree with your intent to stay out of the Nichols mess. There is no 
reason for you not to, not reason for you to be involved. I sent you whst I did for 
your information, as I do tne enclosed, which goes only to Dick besides the two of 
you 8nd agair.s is for your information. 


Aside from books, there have been some cogent stories on the Forrestal 
death (I presume COUP triggered this interest). His diary is unavailable and has been 
for years. H e spilled the bean. I do not have a copy and have not been able to get & 
one, mucn as I’d like one# I think it unlikely there is any comparison or relationship 
with McCarthy’s. We nad mutual friends, and he could well have drunk himself to death* 
it was tnat bad# 

I am in no hurry on the Crafard materiel and there are others things to 
do at the Archives, when 1 can be there, that appear to be of higher priority. If 
you feel otherwise, oleese let me know. Of course, until. I see the rest of the matera 
ial, I cannot be certain of this feeling. But if it is only a sipgle file, that will 
take no great time, after 1 have seen v/hat there is and have a list of it. 


I had never believed Griffin was threatening Dean. But he i s a friend 
of Liebeler’s 3nd has less to worry about than others. V<hat v/ould you expect contact 
with him (a£ this time) to yield? I have written Bussell (not in orsise), have a 
response that says what I knew: for now he f ll leave it there. It is best to leave 
him alone for now. I have made him offers others cannot, and I have established that 


t deliver whatbl promise. It is unlikely that he will a-end any time on tin, 
or say anything further. He has made the new record he wants and he'l leave 
that way for at least a while. If he is, as he would see it, bothered now the 
cnences of eliciting his interest when there is better reason to will be less. 

° a ^ ovu ' letter: He woo mb and Lifton may have many things I do not.' I an 
getting these free, and they are the onle probable means I have of getting slides 
I plan certain uses for them, so I need them. Better ones should be available bS* 
they are not to me. A s you know, when I phoned Hay a year ago this sSer 1 Ld 
made arrangements for this if he let us have the film: He first aalH^thiS it 
o er and ne c-nen fall silent. However, if anyone wants to usa the negatives that will 
be made from Mne, they will be welcome. 5 3 ttWt w111 


Ho not bother about CD114Q. I’ve gotten 
1?ra getting the bad page of 159. On the books, "try, 
front 3 only, please. The backs are clear enough and 
flat and is rhaps be clearer. 


it and replaced in appendix, 
instead, to make a cony of the 
this T ,vill let the fronts get 


and 


I do not kno* what you :'iean by tapes too large for 7i. This wa« 
re ie ren ce to speed (my large machine has three speeds}*, What kind of mechim 
nave ix it use3 a reel larger than 7 tr in diameter, 7 /hich this takes? 


do you 


On GOUT; If ym can notes, ss I inteded to ask, 7 /here I use "Negro" 
where today "black" is apparently preferred, I'd appreciate it. Both w; 0 rds are 
the seme length and the change is the simplest. 


iJo thing new from Paul R. I sent him docs and have yet to get acknowledge- 
ment. ne is planning to move to LA, ftom his last letter, and setys lets keen in ° 
touch. Mary has sent you copies of the stories on the bugging. I suspect what 
she does not, as you probably realize from my letter. 

The order of t’ce appendix in what I xeroxed today may not be fixed. 

The notes are hot included. They will not be extensive. They ors done .but I may 
add, so I dSdn + include. I presume Paul will send you conies. I’ll nrobablv number 
app arbitrarily for now. 


Garry is due in DC again the 19th. I saw an add for a soeech he is to 
make 2/19, dyring the lawyers Guild meeting. 


More later 


